
2020-07 In-person 
Activity Survey

info@dullestriangles.com

Total unique respondents: 40
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Mean : 3.718  |  Confidence Interval @ 95% : [3.351 - 4.085]  |  Standard Deviation : 1.169  |  Standard Error : 0.187

Please rate your level of concern regarding possible in-person 
events over the Summer and Fall (late August through October). 
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A clear minority have no 
or few concerns

31%



If your level of concern is higher than “neutral,” do you have 
any specific areas of concern you feel should be addressed 
before any in-person events are offered? 
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Mean : 3.717  |  Confidence Interval @ 95% : [3.277 - 4.156]  |  Standard Deviation : 1.738  |  Standard Error : 0.224



If your level of concern is higher than “neutral,” do you have 
any specific areas of concern you feel should be addressed 
before any in-person events are offered? 
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“Other” responses (edited for clarity, spelling, and grammar)
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1. If social gatherings are indoors (without good air flow), length of exposure and proximity are key 
concerns.

2. Lack of trust or familiarity with people and their views on the epidemic could produce events where 
individuals do not adhere to the same protections. How can they be made safe unless restrictions on 
numbers at a party are enforced—even for the outdoors events?

3. I am particularly concerned about gatherings of greater than twenty people when social distancing 
and wearing a mask while eating and drinking is difficult. 

4. I think that even with safeguards in place, an indoor setting is not practical for drinks or dining. Even 
with lower occupancy levels, I think it’s difficult to maintain required social distancing.

5. My concern is that we adequately consider venue crowding and ventilation; indoor and outdoor 
settings, and how well people follow distancing rules. I would appreciate a consent model for 
personal space.

6. I am extremely worried about our people for age reasons and pre-existing conditions.

7. Indoor spaces have much higher transmission rates. 

8. My concern is generally that with any large group, some individuals do not understand or follow the 
requirements—not with any of the other, listed concerns.

✻ There may have been some initial confusion about a focus on outdoors activities.



If you attend an in-person event and are asked to follow 
Virginia guidelines¹, please select how you feel about 
following the guidelines from the choices below. 

0.00%

21.00%

5.00%

15.00%

59.00%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

Too much of a hassle Frustrating and off-
putting

Not sure Okay, if I have to Sure, anything to
spend time with my DT

peeps!

Mean : 4.128  |  Confidence Interval @ 95% : [3.746 - 4.510]  |  Standard Deviation : 1.218  |  Standard Error : 0.195

¹ Wear a face mask except while eating and drinking; maintain a social 
distance of 2 meters or 6 feet from others; engage in frequent hand-
washing and sanitizing of surfaces; do not share utensils, food, etc.



One potential official DT event is an in-person picnic, held at 
the North Hills Picnic Pavilion in Reston. Assuming every effort is made 
to follow Virginia, would you be interested in participating in this type of event? 
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Assuming a Dulles Triangles picnic is arranged, please indicate 
your preference for how food and drink will be handled. 
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Mean : 3.231  |  Confidence Interval @ 95% : [2.821 - 3.641]  |  Standard Deviation : 1.307  |  Standard Error : 0.209
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1. For me, it’s not so much about the food and drink; I prefer to just bring my own. The important 
thing is just to gather while following appropriate CDC guidelines (social distancing, etc.).

2. Will not attend.

3. I'm sorry, I won’t attend because the risk of unintentional exposure to COVID-19 is simply too 
great.

4. Do it the way it was done in the past.

5. Can people be served and eat while obeying social distancing? Standing around isn’t a good 
way to do this (which is why bars aren't open except for seated, table service).

6. I do not see a problem with shared food if there is hand sanitizer (e.g. pump bottles) 
conveniently available along with signs suggesting that it be used before serving one’s food. 
(We would have additional sanitizer on our persons.)

“Other” responses (edited for clarity, spelling, and grammar)



At the conclusion of the event, Board Members will clean the 
area in accordance with Virginia guidelines. Would you be 
willing to stay and help? 
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Do you have any other feedback you would like to provide?
(Part 1.)

1. Thanks to the Board for their efforts to keep the group together in this trying 
time! Really appreciate your hard work!

2. Thanks for conducting the survey! I like how it was set up as well.

3. Thank you for all you guys do!

4. Thank you for giving our family and community this choice.

5. I am eager to meet in a socially distanced setting. I really miss seeing my DT 
peeps.

6. I think it’s ok to have occasional outdoor events in a space that is big enough to 
accommodate social distancing, such as a park, Lake Anne, Reston Town Center 
near the fountain, etc. 



Do you have any other feedback you would like to provide?
(Part 2.)

7. Because I worry about others respecting social distancing (e.g., they will approach 
me), I don’t see how this will work without seating people and allowing them to 
go to be served at a table or two at a time; or serving them at their tables; or 
having everyone bring their own food and assigning tables according to who may 
be socializing together already.

8. Thank you for surveying the membership.

9. If a picnic is planned on a weekend, I would only be able to attend if it was on a 
Sunday.

10. Regarding question 3 above, ‘frustrating’ is accurate for me, but ‘off-putting’ isn’t. 
A more accurate answer for me is that I won’t be comfortable attending. 

My personal assessment is that in-person meetings pose too great a risk of 
unintentionally exposing my family and friends to COVID-19 for me to participate. 
I expect I will not be comfortable enough to attend in-person meetings until some 
time in 2021.



Do you have any other feedback you would like to provide?
(Part 3.)

11. I am not comfortable attending any social events until the COVID-19 situation is 
brought under control or a vaccine is found. CDC and state guidelines only help 
minimize and not eliminate the risk of contracting or transmitting the virus. As 
much as I would like to see and hang out with DT friends again, I do not want to 
put anyone at risk unknowingly by socializing with them. 

12. It is important people with symptoms of COVID-19 not attend events. However, 
we should be able to participate in relatively small events (20 or fewer people) 
and maintain social distancing and other precautions. I am not concerned about 
eating and drinking food—there is no established evidence the virus is 
transported by eating or drinking; however, these activities will happen without a 
mask. Social distancing should be accommodated with either tables or chairs that 
can be spread out. Outdoor events are more safe than indoor activities and 
generally allow for more space for social distancing.  



Do you have any other feedback you would like to provide?
(Part 4.)

13. What about the restroom facilities? I’m not going to expect the board members 
to wipe those down. It’s too risky unless folks just pee into the creek off the 
bridge one at a time.

14. I miss all my friends but it’s frustrating to get together and engage in social 
distancing at the same time.

15. Bringing one’s own picnic items eliminates work for the Board and others; and 
assures each guest is eating exactly what they like.

16. Thank you for all you do.

17. I worry about the infection rate in the community;  the effectiveness of the 
testing and contact tracing protocols; and the turnaround time for tests results. 
With the increase in infections all over the country, I will not attend in-person 
meetings yet. Thank you.



Do you have any other feedback you would like to provide?
(Part 5.)

18. Perhaps the group could make use of the Reston picnic area at other times as 
well—e.g., for a couple of hours on a Thursday (in lieu of happy hour). 
Participants can bring whatever they want for their own consumption. Also, the 
group could investigate outside venues (collaborating with the bar or restaurant) 
and reserve them while strictly limiting the number of DT participants (i.e., 
reservation via DTs only). The group could go to a winery (traveling separately) 
and sit socially distanced outside. Some may be interested (as temperatures cool) 
in walking along the C & O Canal, Burke Lake, or other ‘social’ trails. Thanks to all 
who are supporting this social group during this strange and challenging time. 
Please know you are appreciated!


